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MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING 

HORRY COUNTY SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY, INC. 

December 11, 2014 

 

 

The Horry County Solid Waste Authority, Inc., held a Public Hearing on Thursday, December 

11, 2014, at 2:00 P. M., at the Authority’s Administrative Office, 1886 Highway 90, Conway, 

South Carolina.  In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, notices setting forth the 

date, time, and place of the meeting were mailed to the news media. 

 

Present were the following Board Members: M. Lance Thompson, Vice Chairman; J. Michael 

Campbell, Secretary; W. Norfleet Jones, Treasurer; and Board Members Pam J. Creech, Dan P. 

Gray and John R. Long II. Chairman James H. Cokley arrived after the Public Hearing began. 

 

Steve Gosnell, Director of Horry County Infrastructure and Regulation, Tom Garigen, Director 

of Horry County Storm Water, Michael Hughes, Highway 90 Liaison, Joe Readling of HDR 

Engineering, Bo Ives, Grace Gifford, Earnestine Allen of the Chirping Birds Society, Anita 

Moran of League of Women Voters and Tracy Vereen, represented the public in attendance. 

There were no members of the media in attendance. 

 

The following individuals were also in attendance: Danny Knight, Executive Director; Mike 

Bessant, Assistant Executive Director; Esther M. Murphy, Director; Bill Hilling, Director; Jan 

Bitting, Director; and other staff members to include Rodney Cannon, Nannette Powell, Cecil 

Terry and Susie Wofford. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Vice Chairman Thompson indicated that Chairman Cokley was running late and asked that he 

move forward and began the public hearing. Vice Chairman Thompson called the meeting to 

order and asked Mr. Campbell to render an invocation. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEIGIANCE  

Vice Chairman Thompson then led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Vice Chairman Thompson asked for any revisions to the Agenda as contained in the Agenda 

Packet; however, there were none. 

 

Mr. Jones moved to approve the Agenda as presented.  There was a second by Ms. Creech 

and the Motion was carried. 

 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Vice Chairman Thompson asked Mr. Bessant to give an overview of the meetings from the 

Technical Advisory Committee. Mr. Bessant explained the Public Hearing was for the 

community to comment on any questions or programs they wanted reviewed by the Solid Waste 

Authority. He stated the Technical Advisory Council Committee had a list of goals and 

objectives that needed to be reviewed by the Board of Directors. He commented he would give 
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the municipalities presentations about the Solid Waste Management Plan. Mr. Bessant then 

asked Mr. Joe Readling of HDR Engineering to give the Board a brief explanation of the 

meetings. Mr. Readling stated he had been contracted by SWA for the purpose of updating the 

Solid Waste Management Plan for 2015. Mr. Readling informed the Board the Technical 

Advisory Committee had three (3) meetings.  He explained these meetings were required by SC 

DHEC to review and edit the goals and objectives of the Solid Waste Management Plan. Mr. 

Readling stated the Committee discussed alternative technology for solid waste. He indicated the 

categories of concern focused on reducing the amount of waste through a waste characterization 

study. Mr. Readling stated the study would focus on the kinds of waste disposed of in the 

landfill. He indicated increasing the recycling rate in Horry County was discussed. Mr. Readling 

stated the recycling rate for Horry County was not exact because the tourist population was not 

included and the fact that recycling is not mandatory in Horry County. Mr. Readling stated the 

collection and processing of recyclables in Horry County increased when offering customers 

larger recycling bins. He discussed the other possible types of technology to assist with recycling 

efforts. Mr. Readling indicated the composting of organic waste and possibly increasing tipping 

fees were some of the recommendations of HDR. Vice Chairman Thompson asked Mr. Readling 

about the 2012 recycling percentage figure. Mr. Readling explained Table 4-3 shows recycling 

by commodity, and stated the report was distorted and not accurate. Ms. Creech asked about 

other options for the reduction of waste. Mr. Readling stated suggestions included improving the 

tracking of waste, backyard composting and the extended producer responsibility which is 

making the producers of packaging accountable for their waste. 

 

Mr. Bessant introduced Mr. Tom Garigen of Horry County, who served as Chairman for the 

Technical Advisory Council. Mr. Garigen thanked HDR for a job well done. He indicated Horry 

County needed a waste stream analysis to discover how much material was actually recycled and 

how much was actually landfilled. Mr. Garigen stated the figures were distorted because one 

year the recycling rate was 30% then the next year it was 50%, which he believed was not 

realistic. He informed the group the reporting system used by the State was flawed and until 

Horry County had accurate data for its recycling percentages alternative practices cannot be 

considered. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

Mrs. Ernestine Allen said she used a convenience center and had items to dispose of; however, 

the site attendant told her items were was not recyclable. Mrs. Allen said that she had been told 

that on another occasion but she wanted to know what items were recyclable. Vice Chairman 

Thompson told Mrs. Allen the centers did not recycle plastic bags. Mr. Bessant explained some 

plastics were not recyclable because there was not a market for these products. Mrs. Allen asked 

if the SWA disposed of waste from other counties. Staff indicated garbage was not accepted 

from outside of Horry County; however, recyclables were. Mr. Campbell asked Mrs. Allen had 

she heard this from someone. Mrs. Allen replied no she just wanted to know. Vice Chairman 

Thompson assured her the SWA did not take waste from other counties. 

 

Ms. Grace Gifford of the Chirping Birds Society discussed the issue of classifying plastic waste 

as hazardous. She implied that plastic debris was physically harmful to wildlife as well as 

humans. Ms. Gifford stated user fees should be placed on plastic bags. She informed the group 

several states such as Hawaii and California have banned the use of plastic bags especially since 

they are not biodegradable.  
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Ms. Anita Moran with the League of Women Voters of Horry County said she was appreciative 

to be able to speak during the Public Input on the Solid Waste Management Plan. She had 

several concerns and would be glad to study, discuss and review before the adoption of the plan. 

Ms. Moran stated the SWA has monitored the ground water and air quality. She stated the SWA 

has programs like the Talkin’ Trash, the 24 convenience centers throughout Horry County, 

Household Hazardous Waste, E-waste, and The Store which it helps with the Meals on Wheels. 

Ms. Moran indicated she would like to see included in the plan the covering of the e-waste 

containers, more litter pickup, testing for Sterritt Swamp, the Waccamaw River and businesses 

that generate waste and not recycle should be held accountable. She supported composting 

instead of burning waste, tax on plastic bags and the tourist population being held accountable 

for the waste generated during the summer season. Ms. Moran indicated the increase in tipping 

fees should be implemented in order to maintain funding for all of these programs for the 

residents of Horry County. Vice Chairman Thompson wished everyone a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

There was no further business to come before the Board during the Public Hearing; Mr. 

Campbell made a Motion, seconded by Mr. Cokley, to adjourn the meeting.  The Motion 

was carried and the public hearing adjourned at 2:32 P. M.   

 

Minutes approved on January 20, 2015. 
 

    HORRY COUNTY SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY, INC. 
 

    BY:  _____________________________________(L. S.) 

      James H. Cokley, Chairman 

ATTEST:  
 

________________________________(L. S.) 

J. Michael Campbell, Secretary   

____________________________(L. S.) 

      Pam J. Creech 
 

____________________________(L. S.) 

      Dan P. Gray 
 

____________________________(L. S.) 

      W. Norfleet Jones 
 

____________________________(L. S.) 

      John R. Long, II 
 

____________________________(L. S.) 

      M. Lance Thompson  

 


