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Report of the Recycling & Corporate Affairs 

Committee Meeting 

 
August 18, 2016 

 

A meeting of the Recycling and Corporate Affairs Committee was held on Thursday, August 18, 

2016 at 1:00 P.M. at the Authority’s Administrative Office in Conway, South Carolina. In 

accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, notices setting forth the date, time, and place 

of the meeting were mailed to the news media. 

 

Present were Committee Chairman Lance Thompson and Committee Members Pam Creech and 

Michael Hughes. Other Board Member in attendance was Dan Gray. Directors Esther Murphy, 

Jan Bitting and Bill Hilling were in attendance. Other staff members included William Casey, 

Kendra Hooks, Victoria Johnson, Nannette Powell, Jamie Suggs, Cecil Terry and Susie Wofford. 

 

Mr. Thompson called the meeting to order and Ms. Creech rendered the invocation. Mr. 

Thompson led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. Mr. Thompson then turned the meeting 

over to Mrs. Murphy. 

 

Mrs. Murphy gave a brief overview of the departments that comprise the Recycling and 

Corporate Affairs Division the duties and responsibilities of each department. Mr. Thompson 

asked about the relationship with Recycling and Corporate Affairs Division and Recycling 

Services and Special Projects Division. Mrs. Murphy informed the group that all of the 

cardboard customers were setup by the Recycling Coordinators, the coordinators communicated 

with customers unless the call was about a scheduled cardboard pickup then that call would be 

forwarded to Rodney Cannon. Mrs. Murphy explained the commingle material from the 24 

convenience centers throughout Horry County was process through Material Recycling Facility. 

 

Ms. Creech indicated that recycling was the future. She indicated staff should be encouraging 

and working with the commercial side to recycling more. Ms. Creech commented that more 

recycling was needed in the communities. She stressed the importance of educating 

communities, businesses and politicians to recycle more and encouraged staff to think outside of 

the box. Ms. Creech indicated area businesses may partner with the SWA promoting recycling 

programs.  

 

Ms. Creech commented in Atlanta people were paid for their recyclables. Mr. Hughes 

commented if the residents were given recycling bins that may encourage them to recycle more. 

He suggested reaching out to HOA’s regarding recycling. Mrs. Murphy informed the Committee 

that staff routinely meets with various businesses, to include HOA’s, civic groups, etc. on the 

importance of recycling. 

 

She indicated that even though the HOA’s may desire to participate in recycling, the private 

hauler would have to offer the service. Mr. Thompson commented if haulers offered recycling to 

customers, it would reduce their tipping fee. 
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Ms. Creech suggested performing a pilot program with mailers to various subdivisions and 

businesses who might be interested in recycling. She suggested using a postcard to contact 

people regarding recycling and recommended starting with at least 1,000 mailers. Mrs. Creech 

suggested utilizing focus groups to determine recycling interest. Mr. Thompson indicated a focus 

group consisting of property management agencies maybe a good audience in that they would 

handle waste hauling services for several HOA’s. Ms. Creech stated Lowes Foods, Publix and 

other commercial recyclers should be invited because these businesses make a conscience effort 

to recycle. 

 

Ms. Creech asked the Recycling Coordinators if they were interested in starting a recycling blog. 

She commented the blog could have information on the hotels/motel who offer recycling on the 

Grand Strand. Ms. Creech asked Mrs. Hooks and Mrs. Johnson on their input to improve the 

programs. Mrs. Hooks indicated she believed continuing and improving the current programs 

would beneficial. She said mandatory recycling would be a plus. Mrs. Johnson commented that 

banning certain items such as plastic bags and OCC would make a difference. Both indicated 

enhancing the middle and high school programs would be beneficial. Mrs. Murphy said staff 

would work to improve these programs; however, they would not be as large as the Talkin’ 

Trash program due to budget constraints. Mrs. Creech suggested requesting additional funding in 

the event it is available at the time of budget transfers. 

 

Regarding advertising, Ms. Creech asked if any new commercial were planned. Mrs. Murphy 

indicated the budget did not include the production of new commercials. General discussions 

ensued regarding the use of local celebrities, sports teams etc. in SWA advertising. Mrs. Murphy 

stated the SWA utilize public service announcements as much as possible to cut down the cost of 

the advertising budget. Mr. Hughes asked if staff sought out the news channels let the SWA 

advertised free. Mrs. Murphy indicated the SWA did not actively seek media attention to 

promote recycling however this was an area staff could look into. She indicated the media would 

contact the SWA during events such as Earth Day or America’s Recycles Day.  Mrs. Murphy 

informed the committee that the SWA will have additional news stories run this year as a part of 

the Talkin’ Trash campaign. She said staff would also contract the local news media regarding 

promoting recycling through news stories and through news stories and through participating in 

their events, such as, hurricane awareness.  

 

Ms. Creech suggested utilizing a theme pertaining to recycling cardboard or plastic bags for the 

environmental scholarship applications.  Mrs. Murphy stated staff would incorporate this theme 

into the scholarship application. She also thanked the committee for their comments and 

suggestions. Mrs. Murphy stated staff would begin looking into developing a pilot program to 

use postcards as an initial point of contact for potential recyclers. She said staff would also look 

into expanding the current middle and high school recycling programs/contests to encourage 

continued recycling by students through high school. 

 

Mr. Thompson asked if the Committee could meet every third Thursday monthly and they 

concurred. The meeting adjourned at 2:18.   


