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A Report of the Recycling & Corporate Affairs Committee Meeting 

June 12, 2017 

 

A meeting of the Recycling and Corporate Affairs Committee was held on Monday, June 12, 

2017 at 9:00 A.M. at the Authority’s Administrative Office in Conway, South Carolina. In 

accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, notices setting forth the date, time, and place 

of the meeting were mailed to the news media. 

 

Present were Committee Chairman Lance Thompson and Committee Members Pam Creech and 

Michael Hughes. Danny Knight, Executive Director and Directors Esther Murphy and Jan 

Bitting were in attendance. Other staff members included Nannette Powell and Cecil Terry. 

 

Mr. Thompson called the meeting to order and Mr. Hughes rendered the invocation. Ms. Creech 

led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. Mr. Thompson asked for any revisions to the Agenda 

as contained in the Agenda Packet; however, there were none. 

 

Ms. Creech moved to approve the Agenda as presented. There was a second by Mr. Hughes 

and the Motion was carried. 

 

Horry County Library – “Build A Better World” 

Mr. Thompson then turned the meeting over to Mrs. Murphy. Mrs. Murphy commented that she, 

Mrs. Kendra Hooks and Mrs. Victoria Johnson met with youth services representatives from all 

10 Horry County libraries. She stated she and staff spoke with Ms. Lynn McKiernan from the 

Conway Library and discussed the community display case where non-profit organizations could 

display their material to the public. Mrs. Murphy informed the group the SWA would have 

information displayed during the month of July. She indicated the SWA Recycling Guidebooks 

would be placed in each library. In addition, Mrs. Hooks would participate in story-time and a 

craft using recycled material with children during the month of July. Ms. Creech mentioned that 

Mr. Gray asked if Myrtle Beach’s Chapin Library would be participating in this program. Mrs. 

Murphy commented staff would contact the library. Mr. Knight stated that Chapin Library was 

the only municipal library in the state but the SWA would do its best to accommodate all parties. 

 

Blog Paws Conference 2017 

Mrs. Murphy stated at the BlogPaws Conference was held at the Convention Center in May. She 

commented the City of Myrtle Beach and Convention Center staff oversaw the solid waste, 

recycling collection and disposal of waste during this conference. Mrs. Murphy indicated this 

event achieved a 96% diversion rate which exceeded previous conferences diversion rate.  

 

Ocean Plastic Exhibit  

Mrs. Murphy mentioned to the group that Ms. Creech informed the Committee of the Ocean 

Plastic Exhibit being held at the Wilmington Museum at a previous meeting and suggested 

teachers visit the exhibit. She indicated the school liaisons had been contacted regarding this 

field trip to the Expo SWA staff would attend the exhibit on Friday, June 16, 2017. Mrs. Murphy 
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commented only four (4) teachers had responded regarding the field trip. She indicated that staff 

would leave Friday at 8:30 am for Wilmington.  

 

Food Waste Recycling  

Mr. Thompson asked Mrs. Murphy about the food waste composting in the Horry County 

Schools and how it was progressing. Mrs. Murphy stated overall the program was working well. 

She commented that tonnage for this year’s Talkin’ Trash program had declined. Mrs. Murphy 

indicated that staff would be meeting with Greg Sponseller, HCS Sustainability Coordinator to 

review and discuss possible revisions to the Talkin’ Trash program was well as the Food Waste 

Composting Program and Cafeterias Against Trash. 

 

Mr. Thompson asked Mrs. Murphy about the exempt status change for the Recycling 

Coordinators. Mrs. Murphy commented the law did not take effect last year. 

 

General discussion ensued about the plastic bags and harmful effects on the environment. Ms. 

Creech informed the group that she had been contacted by the Chirping Bird Society regarding 

information on the harmful effects of plastic bags on SWA operations. Mr. Knight commented 

staff would prepare a response that could be utilized and shared with anyone requesting this type 

of information. Mr. Knight hoped some type of resolution could be written to start this process. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned 9:40 a.m. 


