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REPORT OF APPEALS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

 

July 22, 2015 

 

A meeting of the Appeals Committee was held on Wednesday, July 22, 2015 at 3:00 

P.M. at the Authority’s Administrative Office in Conway, South Carolina. Present were 

Committee Chairman Dan Gray and Committee Members John Long and Sanford 

Graves. Also in attendance was Board Chairman Lance Thompson, Attorney Emma Ruth 

Brittain, Executive Director Danny Knight, Assistant Executive Director Mike Bessant, 

Directors Jan Bitting, Bill Hilling, Esther Murphy, staff member Susie Wofford. 

Attendees from the public included Danny Allen, Michael Allen and Jeffery Rogers.  

There were no members of the media in attendance. 

 

Mr. Gray called the meeting to order and asked Ms. Emma Ruth Brittain to present the 

SWA’s position.  Ms. Brittain stated that today’s meeting was being held to discuss 

Allen’s Scrap Metal appeal of the SWA’s awarding the scrap metal contract to 

Waccamaw Metal based on their response to Bid No.014-15-17/Purchase of Scrap Metal.   

 

Ms. Brittain stated that as a matter of record the Appeals Committee’s package includes a 

copy of the bid request for Bid #014-15-17 and a copy of Allen Scrap Metal’s appeal 

letter dated June 1, 2015.  This letter states two grounds for Allen Scrap Metal’s appeal.  

The first ground being a contention that the bid proposal was not completed in full by 

Waccamaw Metal. The second grounds for appeal is that the bids being completed on the 

fifth business day of the month is contended to be overly ambiguous. 

 

Ms. Brittain also reported that included in the record will be the SWA’s response to 

Allen’s Scrap Metal appeal letter dated June 10, 2015. A representative from Allen’s 

Scrap Metal acknowledged to Ms. Brittain that they did receive the above mentioned 

response from the SWA. 

 

Ms. Bitting stated that the SWA also received a letter from Allen’s Scrap Metal dated 

June 23, 2015 appealing the above mentioned response letter they had received from the 

SWA.  Ms. Brittain stated that this is also included in the record. 

 

Ms. Brittain asked Mr. Allen to address the Appeals Committee to state his position as to 

why he thinks the decision made by Mr. Knight, as the purchasing agent for the SWA, to 

award the bid to Waccamaw Metal was made in error or should be reversed. 

 

Mr. Allen stated that he had two issues with the bid process.  The first issue is that if 

Allen’s Scrap Metal and Waccamaw Metal would have bid the contract on the same day 

using the same base line numbers that Allen’s Scrap Metal bid would have been much 

more competitive and the lower bid.  The second issue is the requirement that all bids 

must be based on the 5
th

 business day and this is not advantageous to the SWA.  Mr. 

Allen discussed his process of preparing his bid package and how the above issues 

affected his bid proposal. 
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Mr. Long asked Mr. Allen to explain his first issue where Mr. Allen stated that his 

company and Waccamaw Metal where not bidding “apples to apples”.  Mr. Allen 

explained that when he prepared his bid he used the numbers that were most 

advantageous to the SWA when he looked at the American Metals Market (AMM) 5
th

 

business day.  He stated that it would have been fair if there was a particular day picked 

versus the 5
th

 business day.  Mr. Graves asked if the AMM prices were something that 

comes out weekly or daily and Mr. Allen stated that it is a daily price sheet.  Mr. Long 

asked Mr. Allen what he hoped to gain from this appeal process.  Mr. Allen stated that 

originally he wanted a re-bid however; now he was asking that the SWA in future bids be 

bid on a particular day and not on the 5
th

 business day. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 

adjourned at 3:30 P.M. 


