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A meeting of the Corporate Planning Committee was held on Monday, March 31, 2025, at 10:00 

A.M. at the Authority’s Administrative Office in Conway, South Carolina. In accordance with the 

Freedom of Information Act, notices setting forth the date, time, and place of the meeting were 

mailed to the news media. 

 

Present were Committee Chairman Robert Kemp and Committee Members Pam Creech and Amos 

Berry.  Committee Member W. Norfleet Jones was not in attendance.   

 

The following were also in attendance: Wayne Fox, Board Member, Dr. Albert Hayward, Board 

Member, Danny Knight, Executive Director, Ed Marr, Assistant Director, Stephanie Todd, 

Director, Jan Bitting, Director, Esther Murphy, Director, Richie Stetter, Director, and staff 

members Monica Collier and Cindy Keith.  

 

There were no members of the media in attendance.  

 

Legislative Options for Promoting Recycling 

Mr. Kemp said the purpose of the meeting was to formulate a specific plan to address recycling 

options to present to the Recycling Committee who would present it to the full Board. He asked 

Mr. Knight to begin the meeting by discussing the only item on the Agenda, Legislative Options 

for Promoting Recycling. Mr. Knight said the Board had discussions with the SWA’s lobbyist, 

Wayne Beam, who asked the SWA to submit a resolution to be presented to the General Assembly. 

 

Mr. Marr began to explain the contents of the resolution and the Extended Producer Responsibility 

Bill which are attached to and included as part of these minutes.  Mr. Marr said the state of South 

Carolina had a capacity crisis.  He explained the number of people moving to South Carolina and 

the amount of waste generated outweighed the state’s available capacity for waste disposal. Mr. 

Marr commented the SWA was experiencing the effects of this crisis, particularly at the C&D 

landfill which only has 4-5 more years of capacity. 

 

Mr. Marr explained the resolution addressed the limited number of facilities and capacity in the 

state and the increasing amount of tonnage to be managed.  He stated the resolution emphasized 

the need for waste reduction, reuse, and recycling.   

 

Mr. Marr said there is currently a bill before the legislature regarding tire disposal, but it did not 

address the landfill capacity issue since tires are banned from landfills.  He said there had been no 

significant activity regarding waste reduction in the legislature for several years.  Mr. Marr said he 

was part of the Recycling Market Development Advisory Council and they were addressing ways 
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to engage the community and increase recycling percentages across South Carolina, which seem 

to have stagnated over the past few years. Mr. Marr explained the results of education, marketing, 

promotion, and voluntary efforts had reached a plateau and the resolution was intended to put 

legislative focus back on recycling and on DES and their efforts. 

 

Ms. Creech said the manufacturers should be responsible for producing items that are recyclable 

and should also be responsible for a percentage of their disposal cost. She said she also supported 

mandatory recycling.  Ms. Creech said she wanted to make sure the cities and the county support 

the efforts of the SWA to improve the process and thus save them money for disposal fees. Mr. 

Knight stated part of the solution was Extended Producer Responsibility but the manufacturers 

would not participate voluntarily.   

 

Ms. Creech explained Bo Ives is the SWA’s liaison for the conservation groups, all of which have 

lobbyists who work with Wayne Beam. She said she thought he would have a lot of support from 

the lobbyists who he worked with in the past.  Ms. Creech said she thought a cover letter should 

be included with the resolution requested by Mr. Beam. Ms. Creech said she thought the resolution 

and letter should be presented to County Council as well, who could mandate countywide recycling 

regardless of what the state decided. 

 

Ms. Creech said she wanted to present the documents to the cities, who may have their own 

lobbyists, to demonstrate the financial savings as well as the potential landfill space savings.  Mr. 

Knight said despite trying to encourage recycling through advertising and education, it had not 

been enough.  He said a final version of the resolution needed to be prepared to present to the 

League of Cities. Mr. Knight stated it would be the SWA’s biggest battle aside from flow control. 

 

Mr. Knight said he wanted the resolution to be presented to the legislature as quickly as possible 

to find out who would help support it.  Mr. Kemp asked if the resolution was finalized.  Mr. Marr 

said it could easily be modified if necessary. He explained he didn’t think mandated recycling 

could be enforced through a resolution. Mr. Marr stated the resolution encouraged support of 

statewide recycling efforts but there was also a bill which could codify mandatory recycling and 

Extended Producer Responsibility. 

 

Mr. Marr said Oregon was the first state in the country to approve Extended Producer 

Responsibility and he hoped South Carolina could adopt some of the language from their bill and 

from California who expects their bill to be approved later this year.  Mr. Knight said presentation 

of the resolution and bill would at least begin the process. 

 

Ms. Creech said plastics were born from a byproduct of oil production that was difficult and 

expensive to dispose of. She explained plastic was made from the toxic sludge left after oil 

production and only recently had been found to cause numerous health problems.  Ms. Creech 
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stated she believed plastic would eventually be found to be more harmful than cigarettes.  She said 

both divisions of DES should be involved in the discussion regarding plastic disposal. 

 

Mr. Knight said he hoped once the process began, some of the medical groups, such as the AMA, 

would get involved. Ms. Creech said she would like to have the information ready to present to 

the full Board at the April meeting. Mr. Kemp said he thought the Recycling Committee should 

be responsible for finalizing and presenting the information to the Board.  Mr. Marr suggested 

having the information sent to the Recycling Committee so they would have time to review it 

ahead of their meeting. Mr. Kemp suggested presenting it to SWANA at their meeting as well.  

Mr. Marr said he thought SWANA would provide a letter of support.  Mr. Knight and the 

Committee agreed they did not want to slow the process.  

 

Mr. Marr said he thought Extended Producer Responsibility had a greater chance of being 

successful than mandatory recycling. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:44 A.M. 
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