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Report of the Recycling & Corporate Affairs Committee Meeting 

September 14, 2016 

 

A meeting of the Recycling and Corporate Affairs Committee was held on Wednesday, September 14, 

2016 at 2:00 P.M. at the Authority’s Administrative Office in Conway, South Carolina. In accordance 

with the Freedom of Information Act, notices setting forth the date, time, and place of the meeting were 

mailed to the news media. 

 

Present were Committee Chairman Lance Thompson and Committee Members Pam Creech and Michael 

Hughes. Other Board Members in attendance was Dan Gray. Danny Knight, Executive Director and 

Directors Esther Murphy, Jan Bitting and Mike Bessant were in attendance. Other staff members 

included Nannette Powell and Cecil Terry. 

 

Mr. Thompson called the meeting to order and rendered the invocation. He led the group in the Pledge 

of Allegiance. Mr. Thompson asked for any revisions to the Agenda as contained in the Agenda Packet. 

 

Ms. Creech moved to approve the Agenda as presented. There was a second by Mr. Hughes and 

the Motion was carried. 

 

Mr. Thompson then turned the meeting over to Mrs. Murphy. 

 

WASTE CHARACTERIZATION STUDY 

Mrs. Murphy indicated that Ms. Creech requested the Waste Characterization Study be on the agenda 

for discussion. She stated that Mr. Bessant would give a more detailed overview since he on behalf of 

the SWA headed up the study.  Ms. Creech asked why on several on the pages did it say “this page left 

intentionally blank”. Mr. Bessant explained when the SWA received the study it had several pages that 

were blank, the blank pages had no numbers. Mrs. Murphy commented that if the other pages had not 

been numbered the blank pages would have been removed. She stated it would have given the 

impression some material was missing from the study.  

 

Mr. Thompson asked was there a significant difference in the study based on the time of year. Mr. 

Bessant indicated the residential, multi-family, commercial were about the same. He stated the tourist 

segment consisted of materials coming from the beach areas and indicated there were some differences 

in the amount of recyclables contained in the loads when comparing November to June. He indicated 

this was typical for the summer months based on the population. Mr. Bessant commented the volume of 

material processed through the MRF does not reflect the population at the beach during the summer 

months. He stated this was a problem because many hotels/motels do not offer recycling to their visitors. 

Mr. Bessant indicated the SWA receives calls from businesses who want to recycle but the city will not 

allow the containers or recycling bins in certain areas. Mr. Bessant indicated typically the hotel/motel 

would want their garbage/recycling collection in the same place.  
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Ms. Creech asked what was the purpose of the law. Mr. Bessant stated in 1989 when Hurricane Hugo hit 

the water washed all containers into the marshes in Garden City. He indicated the City of Myrtle Beach 

enacted laws against containers being located east of Highway 17. Mrs. Murphy commented she 

believed another area of concern was the City of Myrtle Beach’s concern for overall appearance and the 

desire not to have dumpsters all along Ocean Boulevard. Mr. Bessant indicated the hotels/motels want 

the program but the law will not allow them to. Mr. Thompson asked who owned the compactors. Mr. 

Bessant stated the City of Myrtle Beach own about 33 compactors and the larger hotels/motels own their 

own. Mr. Thompson asked if a business could offer recycling to a hotel. Mr. Bessant replied no 

especially if the container was left on the outside. Mr. Hughes commented the City of Myrtle Beach 

talked about appearance when several businesses had garbage in back alleys. Ms. Creech commented 

she saw a presentation about recycling in a hotel/motel basement where the business recycled material 

from hotel guest. Mr. Bessant commented that was called Valet Recycling. Ms. Creech asked if anyone 

had mentioned this to area hotel/motel. Mr. Bessant commented that program was not in this area.  

 

Mrs. Murphy commented she met with the City of Myrtle Beach’s new Solid Waste Director, Ed Marr. 

She indicated his desire was to increase Myrtle Beach’s overall recycling rate as a whole. Mrs. Murphy 

stated they discussed the guidelines and placement of containers and why some businesses were offered 

recycling and some businesses were not. She indicated that Mr. Marr was reviewing the City’s stance on 

these issues. Mrs. Murphy stated presentations were given to the larger hotels where she and staff let the 

businesses know what was needed to have a successful recycling program. She commented most of the 

problems incurred on the outside when looking for space for the recycling container and said most 

businesses will not take two or three parking spaces for recycling. 

 

Mr. Hughes asked about the bio-degradable bags and if they were used here. Ms. Creech said she used 

the bio-degradable bags at Fresh Market and other grocery stores. She commented they do not 

decompose. Mr. Bessant commented the conditions must be right and said they must have heat in order 

to decompose. Ms. Creech said she purchased some new plant based cups that would actually 

decompose and has researched the company and will give the information to Mrs. Murphy. Mrs. 

Murphy indicated she had purchased a water bottle and was familiar with the plant based items.  

 

Ms. Creech commented she did not know the beaches would not allow the receptacles for recycling. Mr. 

Knight indicated that during the glass recycling pilot program on Ocean Drive in North Myrtle Beach 

businesses only had the alleys behind the business for recycling. He stated the SWA tried to get the 

cities to allow the businesses to put the container on the sidewalks for morning pick-up however this 

was not approved. Mr. Knight commented he and Mrs. Murphy sat on a committee for the City of 

Myrtle Beach to discuss recycling possibilities. Mr. Knight indicated a lot of good ideas came from the 

committee such as beachfront recycling which the City of Myrtle Beach has expanded.  

 

Mr. Knight commented the study shows that five of the municipalities provided curbside recycling but 

Atlantic Beach, Aynor and Loris did not. Ms. Creech asked how can the SWA get the municipalities to 
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get involved. Mr. Bessant said the Town of Loris started collecting material in a SWA container but the 

contamination was excessive. He said the Town of Aynor has a container behind Town Hall that does 

well. He stated the SWA provides the container free of charge. Mr. Thompson commented recycling 

takes dedication and education. Ms. Creech asked when did Ocean Lakes decide to start its recycling 

programs. Mr. Thompson replied a group of individuals decided to become more responsible and asked 

Kendra Hooks to give a presentation at Ocean Lakes. He commented the guests were asking for 

recycling which prompted Ocean Lakes to start a program. Mr. Thompson indicated the icare stations 

were setup throughout the campground for guest to dispose of their recycled material and is collected 

and hauled to the MRF facility. Mr. Bessant commented other campgrounds have the SWA containers 

and free disposal. Mr. Knight indicated the SWA incentives were in place to increase recycling. Ms. 

Creech commented if more material was recycled, then that would be more landfill space saved. Mr. 

Bessant indicated that there were two ways to increase recycling. He stated the first was to ban certain 

material from the landfill. Mr. Bessant commented the SWA was originally created to enact laws such as 

mandatory recycling without the political ramifications. He indicated the second way to increase 

recycling was to advertise or have pilot programs to promote recycling in Horry County. Mr. Bessant 

stated the SWA did not have funding for the advertising of programs. He indicated in 2009 the SWA 

was spending $324,000 in recycling program advertising and outreach. Mr. Bessant stated for FY2017 

the budget included $138,000 for advertising with $84,000 of that budget designated for the Talkin’ 

Trash campaign for schools. He indicated the SWA did not have any funding for pilot or outreach 

recycling programs. Mr. Bessant informed the group that before the funding was cut recycling was 

increasing approximately 3.3% yearly because of pilot and outreach programs. He commented the 

recycling percentage was 2.0% along with Horry County growth per year. Mr. Bessant indicated not 

funding recycling and outreach programs have been detrimental to the increase recycling efforts. 

 

Mr. Knight commented he and Mrs. Murphy discussed a pilot program for food waste collection at some 

of the convenience centers and Fund 6 would pay for this program. Ms. Creech indicated the public was 

ready for recycling and needed to be educated on the benefits of recycling. She commented that County 

Council needed to know the amount of funding saved by banning and recycling the items not being 

landfilled as well as landfill space saved.  

 

Mr. Bessant stated that if 50% of cardboard was banned over the life of this landfill this would give back 

one full year of landfill space. Ms. Creech commented this needed to be discussed with I&R Committee. 

She indicated the public preferred recycling programs. Mr. Bessant informed the group that the SWA 

introduced a recycling pilot program on Highway 90 in the Heritage Preserve free of charge. He stated 

the subdivision currently has curbside recycling provided by Waste Industries. Mr. Bessant indicated the 

private industry did not want the SWA in the curbside recycling business and also the residents wanted 

the program. 

 

Ms. Creech asked staff to review the top five recyclable materials in the study and review the cost 

savings and landfill space savings. She wanted the SWA to use the study to help the MRF find a 
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machine to deal with the plastic bags. Mr. Knight commented there was a vacuum system on the market 

called a bag buster. Mr. Bessant indicated the machine cost about $75,000. Ms. Creech indicated the 

County needed to see the study and review tipping fees saved and landfill space saved. Mr. Hughes 

commented in terms of facts and figures, County Council would see how much could be saved. Mr. 

Bessant reminded the group as more material is recycled that results in less revenue. Mr. Hughes 

commented with more people moving to this area coming from areas where recycling is mandatory, the 

public would be more receptive to the idea of recycling.  
 

Mr. Knight asked the Committee if they wanted the Waste Characterization Study to go before the I&R 

Committee. Mr. Thompson replied yes.  
 

PUBLIC EDUCATION EVENT CALENDAR 

Mrs. Murphy indicated this calendar was an outline of the events in the Public Education department. 

She commented these were events the SWA’s Recycling Coordinators might participate in or host. Mrs. 

Murphy informed the group on October 5-6, 2016 a Smart Gardener Workshop would be held here at 

the SWA. She stated the SWA would participate in Horry County Cleanup on October 29, 2016. Mrs. 

Murphy indicated on November 12, 2016, the SWA would be holding a Tire Buy Back event with funds 

that were requested from SC DHEC. She commented this program was for residents to cleanup tire 

stockpiles. Mrs. Murphy stated residents would have to show proof of residency to bring their tires. Ms. 

Creech asked if the SWA would pick-up any tires. Mrs. Murphy replied no, the resident would have to 

bring the tires to the landfill. 
 

PLASTIC BAG BAN 

Mrs. Murphy commented she received articles about plastic bag bans from Ms. Creech and Mr. Knight.  

Mr. Thompson commented he was glad people were making a conscience effort to not use plastic bags. 

Mr. Hughes asked if other counties were banning the use of plastic bags. Ms. Creech commented that 

the Isle of Palms had banned plastic bags. Mr. Bessant said in North Carolina some counties were 

considering a ban on cardboard and cans.  
 

COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE 

Mrs. Murphy asked if the committee meeting schedule could be changed to the third Wednesday instead 

of the third Thursday of the month to give staff an additional day to prepare the meeting report. Mr. 

Thompson said the day change would be fine. Ms. Creech commented she would be out of town 

October 8-15, and October 17- 21, 2016 for Bio-Cycle Conference in Orlando, Florida. Mr. Thompson 

indicated the next committee meeting would be November 16, 2016. Mrs. Murphy commented that the 

December Board meeting would be on the 8
th

 so no meeting would be held for the Recycling and 

Corporate Affairs Committee in December. Mr. Thompson concurred and said the next meeting would 

be held January 18, 2017. 

Mr. Knight informed the group the fee study RFP had been sent out on Friday and he would keep the 

group informed on the progress. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:57 pm. 


